The age-related occurrence of wax esters in the mouse preputial gland tumour.
The mouse preputial gland tumour (ESR-586) accumulates wax esters from between 20 and 25 days after transplantation until they become the most abundant lipid class. Prior to this time wax esters are not detectable. The process occurs in both male and female host mice and appears to be determined by a response of the host to the tumour, rather than by a property of the tumour itself. The most abundant fatty alcohol present in the wax esters is hexadecanol. This contrasts with the greater proportions of the C20 to C24 chains found for the alkyl portion of the alkyldiacylglycerols, for which the precursors are fatty alcohols.